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Committee Report (2016 - 2018) 

October 2017 

Name of Committee:  __Advocacy - Canada_______________________________  

Committee Chairman:  _Dora Stinson____________________________________ 

Members of Committee (if applicable):         

Amherst Area:  Terry Cove followed by Gwen Kerr 
Truro Area:   Joan Westoll 
Halifax:  Sherri Topple 

 
Area 3 Advocacy Activities: 
As Canadian Co-Chair for District 1, I forwarded Advocacy information along to our Area 3 Advocacy 
Chairs which was received through the year from Maria Jose Landeiria Oestergaard, ZI Advocacy 
Committee Chairman 2016-18, or from Bobbee Cardillo, ZI Advocacy Committee member and District 3 
Advocacy Chair.  Much of this related to legislation being considered in the USA; however, similar issues 
arise in Canada, so useful to understand the USA points of view. 

 
A particularly hot issue was the cancellation of USA funding for ZI partners in the UN – UNFPA, UN 
women and the US Fund for UNICEF.  This led to a spirited exchange from our Truro Club advocating for 
the need for Zonta to state publicly its concern with cancelling international support for women and 
children.  This letter and others from the District were shared at all levels of ZI with responses back to 
District 1.  The ZI Statement was posted on the ZI website, sent to the White House, and shared with our 
UN partners. 

 
Please see the attached page re activities of each of the three Zonta Clubs in Area 3.  Unfortunately, the 
Truro Club has disbanded as of May 31, 2017 after 38 years of service to ZI and to their community.  We 
are grateful to them for having hosted the spring Area Workshop on a regular basis, and for hosting the 
2016 District 1 Fall Conference.  At both the 2016 Spring Workshop and the 2016 Fall Conference, the 
issues of non-state torture and family violence were highlighted and discussed.  We thank the Zonta 
Club of Truro for their work particularly in Advocacy for the Status of Women, and know that as 
individuals, they will continue to be supportive advocates. 
  
 
 



Greatest Committee Achievement: 
The unique advocacy involvement in which I was engaged was the project “Walking with our Sisters”, a 
commemorative Art Installation for the Missing and Murdered Indigenous Women of Canada in which 
the Zonta Club of Halifax participated.  This has been using in which a moccasin has been prepared and 
decorated in memory of each missing or murdered woman.  The display of so many beautiful moccasins, 
with names is quite overwhelming.  Our Advocacy Chair, Sherri Topple, introduced the idea to our club 
last fall.  Several of our members attended a Tobacco Tie workshop at the end of November in which we 
learned to make tobacco ties, and learned about the customs regarding tobacco ties.  Some of us 
attended the Opening Ceremonies at Mount St. Vincent University on January 14, during which the 
purpose of the memorial art installation was presented, with native drumming and singing.  Many 
members came to go through the exhibit while it was at the Mount.  Information and invitation to 
participate was shared with the other Zonta clubs in Area 3. 
  
Greatest Challenge: 
The greatest challenge for me has been the time requirement to look up the information on all the 
advocacy issues brought forward from ZI, as well as the advocacy issues we can see around us – in 
media reports, in legislation being debated.  I think that the emphasis on Advocacy in ZI newsletters and 
materials helps keep us updated.  It is very helpful when we all share in asking the questions, and 
following up with the actions. 
I would like to thank the Advocacy Club Chairs of Area 3 for their Advocacy work during the past year, 
and look forward to hearing from them about their ventures during 2017-18. 
 
Zonta Club of Amherst Area: 

 Gwen Kerr took over the role of Club Advocacy Chair during the year from Terry Cove. 

 The Club held the Zonta Bazaar during the Fine Arts Week in the fall of 2016. 

 The club gave an annual donation to the Amherst Transition House (Autumn House). 

 The Club took part in the annual December 6 service which is the anniversary of the Montreal 
massacre, and placed a memorial rose on the tree. 

 Club members attended the International Women’s Day celebration. 
  
 Zonta Club of Truro Area: 
Joan Westoll is the Club Advocacy Chair. 

 The Club organized District 1 Fall Conference October 2016; included an excellent panel 
discussion on Family Violence. 

 Following that and a suggestion from a police officer at Fall Conference, the Truro club decided 
to assemble care bags for women escaping emergency situations.  They included Zonta cards in 
the bags to help them know about Zonta’s goals and activities. 

 Club members attended the Women’s Centre Spring Tea and the Transition House Luncheon, 
making information packets and the Zontian magazine available for people. 

 Members were involved with the annual Women and Wellness gathering, represented Zonta 
and provided sparkling beverages to about 700 women who attended. 

  
Zonta Club of Halifax:  Sherri Topple is the Club Advocacy Chair, and she has been very active this year 
in involving us in the project involving Indigenous Women. 

 Our major Advocacy effort has been to participate in the presentation of ‘Walking With Our 
Sisters’, a commemorative Art Installation for the Missing and Murdered Indigenous Women of 
Canada.  This was held at Mount Saint Vincent’s University (MSVU) Jan 14-Feb 1, 2017. 

 Sherri participated in a Community Discussion and Information session on Nov 23, 2016, at 
MSVU and obtained information on the volunteer requirements, and taking care of the native 
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elders and families coming from the rest of the Maritimes.  Halifax was the only eastern city 
where the art installation was held. 

 Three Club members (as well as Sherri’s two daughters) participated in a Tobacco Tie Workshop 
on Nov 30 at the International Centre at Dalhousie University.  The tobacco ties are a key 
element when viewing the art installation; every visitor is given a tobacco tie which they take 
with them around the art installation.  The ties are gathered together at the end of the visit, and 
burnt at the end of the day; the thoughts and prayers incorporated into the ties are carried to 
the Great Spirit toward resolution and reconciliation of the tragedy of the missing women.  We 
participated in this workshop as part of our observance of the 16 Days of Activism. 

o A number of Club members and their families attended the Opening Ceremonies on 
January 14 at MSVU.  This included drumming and singing from the native elders.  The 
memorial installation was then open for visitors. 

o Many of our Club members and family members attended the complete showing either 
that day, or later.  It is a moving testament to the women who have disappeared with 
little or no information available to families as to what happened. 

o Sherri acted as a volunteer along with many other members of the Community to assist 
visitors at the commemorative display. 

o These activities were discussed and reported at Club meetings so that all were aware of 
this event. 

o The federal investigation into the Missing and Murdered Indigenous Women of Canada 
continues.  

 September 6 – Anniversary of the Montreal massacre (shooting of 14 women at l’Ecole 
Polytechnique, U of Montreal in 1989) – two Club members attended the commemoration 
hosted by the Nova Scotia Advisory Council on the Status of Women.  Another member 
attended an annual memorial service of the lives lost at a local church. 

 Information Session on CEDAW was presented at the October Club meeting.  The history and 
different points were reviewed with members, not all of whom were familiar with this. 

 The Club maintains a membership on the local Council of Women Committee in order to keep in 
touch with their ongoing work and projects. 

 Dora Stinson attended a presentation in December 2016 by Dr. Zulfiqar Bhutta (Robert Harding 
Chair in Global Health at the Hospital for Sick children in Toronto, the founding Director of the 
Center of Excellence in Women and Child Health at The Aga Khan University in Pakistan) at the 
IWK Health Centre for Children and Women in Halifax.  Dr. Bhutta reported on the importance 
of improving gender equity through education and eradication of poverty.  I gave a short 
summary of his talk to the Club Executive.  (Note: He would be an excellent speaker for a future 
ZI conference). 

 Information concerning the Women’s March on Washington in January 2017 from ZI was 
circulated to Area 3 Clubs, as well as the North American ZI meeting in Washington in June 2017. 



 Two of our Zontian members have become involved in working with immigrants to Canada, 
including from Syria, assisting with the English language development and general knowledge. 

o International Women’s Day Breakfast – March 8 – held at the World Trade and 
convention Centre.  10 members attended as a group from Zonta. 

 The club participated in the District 1 Spring Workshop on April 29, 2017, by teleconference 
from Maine.  Unfortunately, there was a power outage after we heard the first 2 
presentations.  However, these were helpful information from UN Chair, Leslie Wright on the 
Commission on the Status of Women (CSW), and reports from two attendees to the Commission 
(Dr. Mary Ann Rubis and PDG Lynn Goodhue). 

 Further information regarding the work of NATO Headquarters, the World Bank, the UN, was 
received by Club members at our last meeting in May 2017 when we heard from speaker Sara R. 
Greenblatt, a lawyer from Halifax who has worked for many years in international 
affairs.  Having fluent English, French, German, Russian as well as basic Arabic, facilitated her 
ability to communicate and mediate.  

 Following the Fall Conference and discussion of family violence, one of the Liberal MPs tabled a 
bill to add non-state torture to the Criminal Code.  One of our members followed up with the 
Liberal MP to follow its progress.  Unfortunately, the bill has not passed because of an argument 
that the proposed amendment was confusing.  We are not sure however, that the matter is 
dead. 
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Committee Report (2016 - 2018) 

October 2017 

Name of Committee:  Advocacy - US_____________________________________ 

Committee Chairman:  Luci Rexroad, Barbara Anderson_____________________ 

Members of Committee (if applicable):  District 1 Zontians     

 

We are pleased to provide a recap of some of the Advocacy efforts from across the District. District 1 
Zontians in action! 
 
Zonta International held the North American Inter-District Meeting (NAIDM) in Virginia, June 2th - 
4th.   As part of Advocacy day on Friday, June 2nd, the members of Zonta, District 1 traveled to 
Washington, D.C. to meet with Senator Elizabeth Warren and Senator Edward Markey's offices to 
advocate for the removal of the deadline - imposed by Congress - for ratification of the Equal Rights 
Amendment. In addition, the Zonta representatives requested the passage of the bipartisan Campus 
Accountability and Safety Act.  Individual club members also met with local and state representatives. 

Luci “attended" the Zonta Advocacy Briefing Webinar on July 11, 2017 and notified all District One 

presidents about this opportunity. 

We are planning to have an active agenda in the remaining months of the biennium. 

 
Area 1 
Bangor  

November 2016 - The Zonta Club of Bangor in conjunction with the Zonta Club of Southern Maine 

worked on a joint advocacy project to raise awareness of the dangers of online dating. 

Burlington 

In 2017, the Zonta Club of Burlington participated in the International Women’s Day event in Burlington 

by serving on the planning committee and attending the event.  The 2017 event focused on how 

everyone can be a “leader within our own spheres of influence by taking bold pragmatic action to 

accelerate gender parity.” 



Concord  

November 2016- At the November Business meeting, every Zontian received a “Zonta says No” ribbon 

to commemorate the International Day for the Elimination of Violence Against Women and 16 Days of 

Activism.  At the meeting, there was renewed call to activism with a morning ceremony remembering 

victims of domestic violence from the New Hampshire Communities.  At the completion of the meeting, 

a “singing” bowl was passed that was filled with slips of paper, each containing a true incidence of 

violence perpetrated on a local woman.  

January 2017 – the club supported as a “founder” of the Concord Women’s March that was held to 
increase the clubs’ activism and advocacy of women’s issues and rights. 

Southern Maine 

September 2016 – in the monthly newsletter there was an article on the Warning Signs of Human 
Trafficking.  Also, the club continued their poster project by distributing posters on domestic violence in 
New Hampshire. 

November 2016 – Zonta Clubs of Southern Maine and Bangor had a join advocacy project regarding the 
danger of online teen dating.  Which was a project that evolved from the District 1 spring workshop and 
included the development of a slide presentation that could be posted on social media to warn teens 
(both boys and girls about the dangers that can come with online dating. 

Area 2 
Berkshire 
  
In an effort to bring awareness to human trafficking and domestic violence, the club partnered with the 
community to create a “Real Men Say No to Violence Against Women Calendar” that was sold 
throughout the District to raise funds for a local women’s shelter. 

Northampton  

Zonta Club of Northampton club members, Lynn Goodhue and Audrey Millgate attended the first week 
of CSW61 in New York. 

Quaboag Valley 

October 2016 - In addition to having information on domestic violence information and resources in 
Western MA on their website, the Quaboag Valley club dedicated a full page of their monthly newsletter 
in October 2016 to domestic violence and why October is Domestic Awareness Month, and information 
on the Purple Purse Challenge a month-long fundraiser hosted by Allstate Foundation to benefit 
organizations working to assist women and children.  

Club member Mary Ann Rubis attended the first week of CSW61 in New York. 

May 2017 – Silent No More Auction to benefit projects aimed at stopping violence against women and 
children, with proceeds also going to two local projects. 
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Area 4 
Arlington  
 
December - held a “Blowing the Whistle” on Domestic Violence standout during the 16 days of Activism. 
Along with various posts on internet violence and domestic violence 
 
Malden 

December 2016 – Standout for Domestic Violence during 16 days of Activism featuring the Silent 
Witnesses.  The club also had a digital billboard advertising the 16 Days of Activism.  In addition, several 
members supported Melrose Alliance Against Violence (MAAV) by taking part in their yearly walk.  

February 2017 – Supported White Ribbon Day on social media  

April 2017 – Lt. Governor moderated a panel discussion on Equal Pay 
Throughout 2016-2017 the public relations committee posted on social media on issues of domestic 
violence and human trafficking – especially during January which is Human Trafficking Awareness 
month. 

Medford 

November 2016 – the club helped to raise awareness of suicide prevention by having Dr. Bea Mah 
Holland and Gili Gunfield speak to the club about an initiative in Lexington called Sources of Strength 
which is a coalition of 46 diverse Lexington high school students, adults and mental health professionals. 

  



 

 
 

Digital billboard located on Rt.1 in Saugus, MA promoting Standout for Domestic Violence. 

 

 
 

Shown here: Lynn Goodhue (Northampton Area Club), Elizabeth Hart (District Lt. Governor /Malden Club), Pamela 

Albertson (Quaboag Valley Club), Susannah Savage (Senator Warren's Special Assistant for Oversight and 

Investigations), Dr. Mary Ann Rubis (Quaboag Valley Club), Joanne Puopolo (District Governor /Malden Club) Mary 

F. Knight (President, Quaboag Valley Club), and Audrey Millgate (President, Northampton Area Club). 

 



 
 

 Page 5 
 

Lynn Goodhue and Heidi Johnson: 

 

"I am standing on the right with my sign, and next to 

me is Heidi Johnson who introduced me to Zonta 

about 20 years ago. Audrey Millgate was there too 

(she made the signs) but I couldn't find her after the 

rally started! There were 2000 people there, mostly 

women but also men and children who agree that 

women’s rights are Human rights." 

 

 

Shanique Spaulding and friends in Boston! 

 

Pam Albertson and Marge Cavanaugh in North Hampton! 
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Committee Report (2016 - 2018) 

October 2017 

Name of Committee:  __Historian/Archivist_______________________________  

Committee Chairman:  _Marge Cavanaugh________________________________ 

Members of Committee (if applicable):         

 

 

As Historian for District One, I have tried to keep records that will be informative and useful to future 
Zontians. District One needs a central location where these records can be stored.  While we live in a 
digital age, some written records as well as items, still need to be saved. 
 
I am also working with a committee for ways to celebrate our 100th anniversary.  In that regard, I will be 
asking for a brief history from each club.  Also, your thoughts and ideas for the celebration are needed 
and welcomed. 
 
District 1 has put a call out for volunteers to work on the Centennial committee so please reach out to me 
or Governor Joanne if you are interested in helping with the Centennial celebration.  
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Committee Report (2016 - 2018)

October 2017

Name of Committee: Jane M. Klausman Women in Business Scholarship

Committee Chairman: Mary Tyer Kelly, Zonta Club of Berkshire County

Members of Committee (if applicable): Elaine Hunter Mildred Blum Debbie
O'Neill, Mary Tyer Kelly

Thank you for serving as a district committee chair for the biennium (2016 - 2018). Your willingness to
serve in a leadership position has benefitted our District and assisted me as Governor in performance of
my duties greatly.

Please describe all activities you as Committee Chair have participated, coordinated or led in this

biennium, (Please feel free to attach additional pages, schedules pictures, handouts, flyers etc.):

Sent out call to clubs for District Applicants for the Scholarship. Two applicants were forwarded to the

District.

Grestest committee achlevement: An inspiring woman winner for the District and perhaps

lnternational scholarship

Greatast challenge: lncreasing the number of Clubs participating in the Scholarship on the local, district

level.

Page 1

One selected as District winner and was forwarded to Zonta lnternational
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Committee Report (2016 - 2018) 

October 2017 

Name of Committee:  __Leadership Development__________________________  

Committee Chairman:  _Denise Deshane_________________________________ 

Members of Committee (if applicable):         

 

To date the activities have been limited due to conflicting schedules earlier this spring during the 

Governor’s retreat. 

 
At the spring workshop, Governor Joanne led a Leadership/Professional Development discussion and 
workshop that included: A Leadership Self-Assessment Questionnaire, Principles of Thinking like a 
Leader, Steps of Goal setting and Keys to Peak Performance. 
 
As committee chair, I have monitored available web pages of clubs within our district in order to 

gather information on leadership roles within the individual clubs. Also, I have monitored the ZI 

website in order to better assist individuals who may be considering taking the next steps in Club, 

District and International leadership. 
 

The Leadership & Development Committee is ready to assist. Please take a few moments to stop me at 

Conference to discuss how I can better help you step up to Leadership in D1 or beyond! 
 

 
Greatest committee achievement: Not applicable presently. Hoping that this will change. 
 
 

Greatest challenge: Being able to reach out to every President or each member who would like to 

discuss their individual opportunities. I would welcome being added to the newsletter recipient list for 

those clubs who do have a monthly or quarterly newsletter. 
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Committee Report (2016 - 2018) 

October 2017 

Name of Committee:  __Membership___________________________________  

Committee Chairman:  ___Elizabeth A. Hart, Lt. Governor____________________ 

Members of Committee (if applicable):  Members of District 1     

 

I have had the privilege of serving as your Lt. Governor for 2016-2018 biennium.  In this role, I 

also serve as the Membership Chair for District 1.  Clearly, these have been challenging times for not 

only District 1 but North & South America as a whole.   

Declining Membership Numbers 

Since the beginning of the biennium, Governor Joanne, ZI Liaison Sharon Langenbeck, ZIMC Co-

Chair Mary Ann Rubis and myself have been monitoring our membership numbers.  Overall, 

membership statistics for District 1 have been on the decline since 2015.  As a District, we went from a 

high of 340 in 2015, to 316 in 2016 and down to 299 in 2017. 

For many years, not just this biennium, we in District 1 have been faced with the possibility of 

having Zonta International consider making District 1 part of a region if our membership numbers fall 

below 300.  Unfortunately, during this biennium this has happened due to several clubs disbanding and 

declining membership.  As of the writing of this report, our membership is at 269; and there is cause for 

concern.   

Clearly, clubs disband for many reasons, whether its aging membership, changes in family status 

or job related moves.   As a result, smaller clubs are not able to sustain with several members leaving at 

the same time.  Although there are different reasons why clubs decide to disband, I assure you it is not 

without great thought and efforts on the members’ part to remain active.  That said, I would like to 

honor and thank the members of the West Suburban, Truro and Quinnebaug clubs for being a part of 

District 1 and empowering women on a local level.    



Although our numbers are not where we would like them to be, Zonta International 

understands and is confident that District 1 leadership is hard at work to tackle this issue.  Also, even 

with declining membership, we as a District have proven that we are still able to accomplish things 

larger districts have such as having Amelia Earhart Fellows and District and International YWPA winners. 

Rest assured, that your district leadership is and will remain hard at work to come up with solutions to 

address our declining membership and to suggest new ways of doing things based on our limited 

resources.  So, as Gov. Joanne is fond of saying “we are small but mighty”! 

District 1 Recruitment Efforts 

Over the past year, although we have a declining membership, many clubs in the District have 

gained new members.  This is proof that there is hope, and we can build our numbers back to where 

they once were…and go beyond!   As your Lt. Governor, I have made it a point of reaching out to each of 

these new members individually to welcome them to the district with a personal note and mention in 

our District 1 Newsletter.  

In addition, to local clubs recruiting members, Zonta International has referred prospective 

members who have expressed a desire to join a club.  Unfortunately, none of these prospects have been 

close to local clubs but efforts are underway to start an e-club so that we do not loose these prospects. 

A different perspective 

Lastly, I would to let you know that I had the privilege of attending the Zonta North American 

Inter-District Meeting (NAIDM) in Arlington, Virginia.  If you have never attended an international 

conference, I encourage you to try to attend the next NAIDM meeting as it is a way to broaden your 

learning about Zonta.  To find out more and view the presentations from the meeting, go to: 

www.northamerican2017.org. 

At the Inter-District Meeting, I attended a membership workshop and learned what I think is a 

very good strategy.  If your club is a club of concern (less than 10 members) and/or are approaching 

crisis, then it only makes sense to stop any and all service projects and focus on building your club - get 

organized and have a plan to recruit new members and engage them right away.  This is where GMD can 

really help because the materials, scrips, marketing materials and videos are already prepared for you. 

Global Membership Drive (GMD) 

Zontians are very fortunate to have to tools and strategies available to them to help clubs 

around the world retain, engage and recruit new members through the Global Membership Drive (GMD) 

which was announced in the spring of 2017.  This initiative was developed by the Zonta International 

Membership Committee (ZIMC) to help clubs and districts reach membership goals. As you may recall, 

President Sonia Hönig Schough established the goal of 5% membership growth and a net increase of 1 

club per district. President Sonia feels that this is an important step “to establish Zonta as an iconic 

organization to empower women and be an organization of choice for prospective members.”   

To help districts achieve these goals, ZIMC has worked hard producing materials to assist clubs 

in recruitment, retention and engagement of members.  As you’ve heard me say many times, it is 

everyone’s responsibility to assist with the recruitment, engagement and help to retain members.  
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Therefore, I encourage you to use the GMD tools to make recruitment and engagement of new 

members easier; as well as to help you retain the members we have. Take some time and familiarize 

yourself with the GMD tools.  They can be found on MyZonta, Tools, Global Membership Drive Tools.  

The tools are grouped by category of what you need to focus on.   Remember, you do not have to use all 

of the materials, just determine what is going on in your club and use the materials that will help the 

most. 

Tools to help you Recruit, Retain and Engage! – Here is a “cheat sheet” for your reference.  If you need 

to: 

1. Focus on Communicating with your current members 
➢ Go to - Internal Communications & Promotion Materials 

Features: PowerPoint and video to explain GMD 

2. If you need to Engaging & Retaining members 
➢ Go to - Support materials for Clubs, Boards and Member Engagement 

Features: Create a Happy Club Life, Membership Life Cycle 

3. If your club needs to focus on Recruitment and is seeing a decline in membership 
➢ Go to - Support materials for Boards, Member Recruitment 

Features: How to make the ‘Ask’ & Social Media Toolkit 

4. Help spreading the word on What is Zonta? 
➢ Go to - External materials for General Membership Recruitment 

Features: Postcards and Flyers 

5. Do you have an aging membership and need to engage millennials? 
➢ Go to - Young Professionals 

Features: flyers and social media geared to young professionals 

6. Do you have potential members who are reluctant to join your club due to geographic, work 
and/or family commitments? 

➢ Go to - Support materials for E-clubs 
Features: Step by Step Guide 

District 1 Membership Goals 

As you will recall, at the 2016 Fall Conference in Halifax members in attendance (as well as 

throughout the district via the District 1 website) were presented with proposed district goals for the 

2016-2018 biennium. These goals mirrored Zonta International goals and their five areas of focus:  

service, advocacy, membership, resources and centennial anniversary.  Although the goals focus on 



different areas, they all are related to membership growth in one way or another.  For your reference, 

Goal 3 is specific to membership and I include it here as you prepare for the year ahead. 

 

Goal 3: Zonta International builds and sustains a vibrant global membership.   

Zonta District 1 determines how to best engage the next generation of gender equality advocates.   

Measures: 

- Clubs will develop and implement a plan to transition Golden Z club members and former 
scholarship recipients to full Zonta membership in cooperation with districts and clubs. 

- District/Clubs will utilize the Global Membership Drive membership strategies and materials 
developed by the Zonta International to attract professionals to the organization. 

- Clubs report their recruitment strategy and goals that are specific, measurable, achievable and 
timely. 

- Clubs will encourage recruitment of next generation of gender equality advocates by offering 
Young Professional Membership category 

- Clubs will recruit and retain committed and skilled members 
 

As we approach the last year of the biennium, I urge you to keep these goals in mind and use the GMD 

tools to help us achieve these goals.  As District 1 Membership Chair, my plan is to continue to work with 

the 16 clubs in District to attract vibrant, skilled, and committed individuals in order to “Recruit to 

Retain!”.  

Respectfully submitted, 

Liz 

Elizabeth A. Hart 

Zonta District 1 Lt. Governor 

2016-2018 
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Committee Report (2016 - 2018) 

October 2017 

Name of Committee:  __Public Relations      _______________________________ 

Committee Chairman:  Carol Dobson____________________________________ 

(formerly Jenna Coccimiglio)_____ ______________________________________ 

Members of Committee (if applicable):         

As PR chair, I promoted the projects and programs of the District. I created and published 

quarterly newsletters, sent email blasts and communications to the District about important 

events.  I fostered and promoted communications, prepared press releases and other forms 

of communication about service, advocacy and award presentations, etc. This includes 

pictures at district events, monitored and updated District Facebook page and provided 

technical assistant for workshops, conferences and for Skype calls and presentations. 

 

Carol Dobson will take over as Public relations chairman for Jenna Coccimiglio in this second 

year of the biennium. 
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Committee Report (2016 - 2018) 

October 2017 

Name of Committee:  __Service________________________________________  

Committee Chairman:  _Donna Raycraft__________________________________ 

Members of Committee (if applicable):         

The primary work for Service this biennium has been to encourage clubs to update their service projects 

to reflect our mission to empower women through service and advocacy.  The Committee evaluated the 

nominations submitted by Clubs for the District Service Recognition Awards, and it was clear that, 

although wonderful work was being done in our communities, not all adhered to the ZI criteria.  It is 

obvious that when Zonta women see work that needs to be done, they roll up their sleeves and do it, 

and they have a hard time waiting for someone else to do it whose mission might be more appropriate. 

With that in mind, I explained to each nominee who had to be disqualified because their wonderful 

project didn’t necessarily empower women or, if it did, it wasn’t done locally (i.e., the Heifer Project in 

Africa) so that they could plan accordingly for the next biennium. 

I was not able to attend the Area I Spring Workshop, so Amy Marchildon presented the workshop; Local 

Service Projects: Focus on Zonta’s mission and vision including Goal #5. This was a modified presentation 

that Lt. Governor Liz Hart and I did at the District Conference two years ago.  

I put a write-up on the District 1 website encouraging Clubs to adhere to ZI criteria. 

In September, I sent the President of each club a copy of the exercise done at that workshop and 

encouraged them to use it in their cubs.  I also sent them a copy of the ZI Criteria. 

We will know if it worked if this year’s applications for recognition all work within our mission. 

Greatest committee achievement:  Service Recognition Awards 
 
Greatest challenge: Changing the culture of how local service projects are chosen. 
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Committee Report (2016 - 2018) 

October 2017 

Name of Committee:  _United Nations__________________________    

Committee Chairman:  __Lynn Goodhue  ______________    

Members of Committee (if applicable):         
 
Thank you for serving as a district committee chair for the biennium (2016 – 2018).  Your willingness to serve in 
a leadership position has benefitted our District and assisted me as Governor in performance of my duties 
greatly.   

Please describe all activities you as Committee Chair have participated, coordinated or led in this biennium. 
(Please feel free to attach additional pages, schedules pictures, handouts, flyers etc.): 

2016 ZI Convention 
The "United Nations and Council of Europe" workshop, led by Leslie Wright, Zonta International's 
United Nations Chairman, was held twice; her PowerPoint is available at 
https://membership.zonta.org/Events/Convention-2016  

I attended the Leadership Meeting for Committee Chairs along with others, including several D1 
members. Leslie spoke about how District UN Chairs should communicate with our districts' Service and 
Advocacy chairs so that what they learned from their clubs about helping women and girls could be 
shared with the UN and Council of Europe groups. 
 

2017 CSW61 
After the 4th World Conference in Beijing, where Zonta International was the largest nongovernment 
organization1 attending, the UN held a "Convention on the Elimination of all forms of Discrimination 
Against Women (CEDAW)". The UN system includes: funds, programs, specialized agencies and more, 
and a number of which are focusing on women and children. The CSW forums are held by NGOs in New 
York, Geneva, Nairobi and Vienna; the New York CSWs are held in March for 2 weeks, with the goal of 
making CEDAW live everywhere. It was hoped that it would be working by 2010, 15 years after Beijing, 
and then another 5 years was added, and still not finished. 

So there was an historical United Nations Summit in September 2015, and the Sustainable 
Development Goals (SDGs) were adopted: 17 Goals to Transform Our World. The hope is that these 17 
goals will be finished by 2030. 

                                                           
1 "NGO" - UN uses hundreds of acronyms; see the NGO CSW's "Glossary of Terms" on the appendix.  
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Zonta International supports all the goals, but for the past 2 years we have been focusing on Goal 5: 
"Achieve gender equality and empower all women and girls".  

This year, the NGO CSW61 Forum's was about Women and Girl's Economic Empowerment in the 
Change World of Work". Zonta wrote a statement for this forum which was supported by NGOs 
Graduate Women International and Soroptimist International of Great Britain and Ireland. In addition 
to Zonta, there are now many more NGOs that have General Status with different committees, so this 
year no more than two people from these NGOs could attend UN Hearings and official meetings & 
events. To be part of the official meetings, you must arrive on the Sunday before the first day to attend 
a CSW Orientation for Zontians; and you need to stay for the first week if you can.  

As a District UN Chair, I was going to be able to go to one or two hearings. President Sonja was going to 
be part of the UN Hearings on Tuesday, the day that the blizzard made it impossible for people to drive 
or get transportation in the lower part of NYC; the UN was closed all day. As a result, I was not able to 
attend any of the UN Hearings, which I had been so looking forward to. 

Parallel Events can be attended by any member of the NGOs. There are so many different events to 
attend for every hour and a half all day from 8:30am to 7:45pm! There were a number of D1 Zontians at 
the Parallel sessions, unfortunately I don't know who all of them were. 

The Zonta Club of New York hosted a dinner to honor ZI President Sonja, with her friends and leaders 
(open to all Zontians if room is available).  

Before my report, I want to share this, which was written after the CSW: Report on CSW61 & Analysis 
of the Agreed Conclusions starts with: 

[…] CSW61 took place at a critical juncture in the changing political landscape and realignment of 
forces mobilized around the gender equality and women's empowerment agenda (GEWE). 
Champions of GEWE, human rights and the women's movement saw this CSW as a litmus test of the 
strength of international political commitment in the face of fresh challenges to the historic and hard 
won normative gains of the gender equality compact secured especially between 2012-2016. 

I was really excited about attending as I too felt that the changing political landscape was not going 
well, and I really wanted to feel hope by the end of the CSW. (In fact, I felt more and more angry after 
most of the sessions I attended.) 

Audrey Millgate and I attended several Parallel Sessions every day (except Snow Tuesday…) but had to 
leave for home the Friday morning after the New York Club dinner. Below are severaleveral of our most 
interesting events: 

• LUL stands for Let Us Learn which is the ZI/UNICEF project in Madagascar promoting education for 
girls. The structure is based on cash payments to the mothers to pay for the daughters' education. 
But it includes all the other factors that keep girls from going to school - clean water supplies, 
safety, hygiene, environmental development, advocating for changes in local laws and in local 
spending on education, etc. 

• There were 2 high school seniors from Syracuse NY who spoke about their Z Club activities. Their 
reason for joining the Z Club: the opportunity to do community service and advocacy and it 
sounded as if the school was very supportive. 

• A Parallel Sessions hosted by Soroptimists was about how they work to improve the lives of 
women. It appears that PIP Maria José had been discussing working with several other 
organizations that have similar missions. Soroptimists is one of several that ZI is trying to work 
together for UN Women. 
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Audrey and I also attended a seminar hosted by Ambassador Lily L.W. Hsu, Director-General of the 
Taipei Economic & Cultural Office: "Women's Economic Empowerment in the Changing World of Work" 
which was about women working all over the world, not just New York and Taipei. 

But learning about what's happening to women and girls around the world and what so many NGOs are 
doing to make things better, made quite an impact. 

Later I was able to attend an evening program at one of the UN Conference Rooms: Economic Security, 
Violence against Women and the Workplace was moderated by Leslie Wright. The program was hosted 
by Zonta International and the Permanent Mission of Zambia to the United Nations. Her Excellency Mrs. 
Esther Lungu, First Lady of the Republic of Zambia, gave the welcome, and ZI President Sonja Hönig 
Schough gave her remarks, followed by a panel that included Simone Ovart, (president of NGO CSW 
Geneva and member of ZI UN Committee), and two UN leaders from UN Women and the International 
Labour Organization. 

After the panel discussion, other participants asked even more questions that were just as interesting 
(some very angry) as the panel discussion itself.  

The Parallel Session that ZI was going to sponsor on Tuesday with President Sonja giving a talk, was 
available on a Webinar later in spring. The title was "Beyond Building Blocks: The Importance of 
Secondary Education for Economic Empowerment." 

Greatest committee achievement: 

Attending the CSW61. 

Greatest challenge: 

The incredibly strong blizzard that made all roads and transportation in NYC, and the UN was closed. That 
meant that all sessions of CSW were also canceled which happened to be the day for most of the Zonta 
International sessions. The sessions were rescheduled in different areas and dates, which made it difficult 
to find out when the sessions would be happening. 
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Committee Report (2016 - 2018) 

October 2017 

Name of Committee:  __ZClub and Golden Z          __________________________  

Committee Chairman:  _Elaine Hunter___________________________________ 

Members of Committee (if applicable):         

 

AREA CLUB Z-CLUB GOLDEN Z 

I BANGOR, ME NO NO 

 BURLINGTON, VT NO NO 

 CONCORD  NO NO 

 SOUTHERN, ME NO NO 

    

II BERKSHIRE COUNTY, MA YES NO 

 NORTHAMPTON, MA NO NO 

 QUABOAG, VALLEY, MA NO NO 

 SPRINGFIELD, MA NO NO * 

    

III AMHERST AREA, NS NO NO 

 HALIFAX, NS NO NO 

    

IV ARLINGTON, MA NO NO 

 CHELSEA, MA NO NO 

 MALDEN, MA YES NO 

 MEDFORD, MA NO NO 

    
 

* Formerly a Golden Z Club at Bay Path College 

  



The Berkshire County Club reported one Z-Club 
Club Representative:  Melissa Mazzeo 
 Club Name:  Miss Hall's School Z-Club 
 Advisor: Alison Basdekis 
 Student leaders: Tea Mazzeo and Jenna Maces 
 # Club members: 25 
    Activities: Crop Walk to End Hunger, Food drive for Berkshire Food Project, Women Build for 

Habitat for Humanity, Literacy support at the Berkshire Museum, and fundraising for the Period 
Project. 

 
 

The Malden Club reported one Z-Club 
Club Representatives:  Elizabeth Hart and Joanne Stroud-Lebeau 
 Club Name: Malden Z-Club 
 Advisor: Joanne Stroud-Lebeau 

Student Leaders: Chelsea Brown and Sabrina Doyon  
 # Club members:  12 
 

Activities:  Monthly Greater Boston Food Bank (GBFB)/Hallmark Health Services (HHS) Mobile 
Food Market, attended a peaceful interfaith community vigil against bigotry and for peace at 
Malden High School. Marched in 2016 Holiday parade and celebrated feminism, participated in 
holiday fundraiser by creating Santa letters for children. In addition, participated as hostesses at 
the 24th Annual Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Luncheon for North Shore Black Women’s 
Association. Assisted at the 13th Annual Tina’s Heart Celebrating Survivors Breast Cancer Event, 
YWCA Malden and Malden Overcoming Addiction (MOA) Stop The Stigma Day and the MOA 
Candlelight Vigil. 

 

Respectfully submitted by: 
  Elaine Hunter 
Zonta Club - District I Chair 
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Committee Report (2016 - 2018) 
October 2017 

Name of Committee:   Zonta International Foundation 
Committee Chairman:  Mary Ann Rubis 
Members of Committee (if applicable):         

 
Thank you for serving as a district committee chair for the biennium (2016 – 2018).  Your willingness to 
serve in a leadership position has benefitted our District and assisted me as Governor in performance of 
my duties greatly.   
Please describe all activities you as Committee Chair have participated, coordinated or led in this 
biennium. (Please feel free to attach additional pages, schedules pictures, handouts, flyers etc.): 
 
In consultation with Governor Joanne, set the following goals for the 2016-2018 biennium:   

- Total donations:  $60,000, (as of 9/1/2017, $35,722.74 – 58%) 
- Club donations:  100% of clubs donating, for the fifth consecutive biennium, (as of 9/1/2017, 

82.4%) 
                               Five clubs with 100% of their members donating, (as of 9/1/2017, zero)   

- Individual donations:  at least 53% of members donating, (as of 9/1/2017, 24.2%) 
 
Communicated to all members the value and appreciation of club and individual donations to ZIF 
through: 

- Emphasis on the support needed to educate and protect the health/welfare of women and girls 
locally and globally 

- Presentations at the 2016 district conference, 2017 combined area meeting, and club meetings   
- District website 
- District newsletters 
- E-mails to club presidents 
- Thank you emails sent to club presidents and individuals making donations during 

conference/area events with notes snail-mailed to all club presidents, (cps) and individuals 
making a donation during the year.  

 
Encouraged donations through: 

- Presentations as above 
- District website/online donation link 
- Informational table at conference  
- Email request to district leaders/committee chairmen, cps, and past governors to donate a silent 

auction item at conference with the proceeds designated to the Foundation  



- Establishment of a “friendly competition” between clubs at conference.  A matching donation 
was made in recognition of the club with the highest total donation amongst its members. 

- New “Donation Tracking Thermometer” located on the D1 website 
- Informational emails to CPs 
- New, creative ways to acknowledge donors at the upcoming 2017 district conference 

 
Obtained input, via a survey, from members at conference. 
 
Served as a liaison between members and the Foundation Development Committee and HQ in 
addressing concerns and questions. 
 
Reviewed monthly reports and worked with HQ to address discrepancies. 
 
Participated/attended informational Foundation Development webinars. 
 
Greatest committee achievement: 
Despite having fewer members and clubs this biennium compared to prior biennia, support for the 
Foundation remains strong.  This is a testament to the commitment of our members and district leaders 
who understand the great need that exists around the world to empower women and girls. 
 
Greatest challenge: 
Encouraging 100% of members within a club to donate to the Foundation. 
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